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A sober realization has dawned that it is not the machine as such but the man behind the machine who is 
more important. That is how human resource development has been brought to the frontline of the 
development strategy and made the core objective of various programmers of action. Many thinkers 
took up cudgels on behalf of the saner elements in the society. It is significant to note that the sub-title 
of Schumacher's world famous book "Small Is Beautiful" is: " A whew Of Economics As If People 
Mattered". 

 
3. Yes! If all that is being done in the name of development is for human welfare and progress, then it is 

the people who matter. This is humane economics. And the same applies to all other disciplines 
including Industrial & Business Management. That is why education, health and social welfare 
become so important. Together they constitute what is termed as investment in human capital. But 
what is to be deeply regretted is the wanton and wholesale destruction of natural resources and the 
pollution in environment which is the result of sheer insanity. Whereas 30-35% of outland should be 
under forest, actually we have only 11-12%. The great Himalayas, whose forests were once our 
saviours have now posed a great danger in the form of floods and soil erosion. The Holy Waters of 
the Ganges are no longer as pure and clean as they used to be. It was Shri Bahuguna who rose against 
this madness. He is a modern 'Rishi', a lover, nay a worshipper, of forests, not only for their own sake 
but for what they signify in terms of environmental protection and ecological balance. By virtue of the 
Chipko movement initiated by him, Bahugunaji has attained the stature of a colossus in the field of 
environment, not only in India but the world over. Bahugunaji, your achievements have made every 
Indian proud. 
 

4. Shri Salunke's experiments have a very vital bearing on the problem of drought-prone areas. Vast 
tracts of our land suffer from inadequate rainfall. Farmers take this in their stride somehow, regarding 
it as their destiny. They regard farming as a gamble in monsoon and resign to a state of starvation and 
misery calling it a curse of nature. Our earlier efforts for agricultural development relied too much on 
construction of huge irrigation dams. Although they did benefit large areas in different parts of the 
country, the dry land areas have continued to suffer. It is really amazing to find a Voluntary Agency like 
Pani Panchayat tackling the problem of scarce water effectively. What is done under Salunke's 
leadership reveals the indomitable will of Man. I say this because you need strength of mind and 
confidence in your abilities of a rare genre to overcome the severest basic limitations set by mature. 
Ever heard of a variety of rabi crops or availability of water in summer in traditional famine areas? 
But that is what the Pani Panchayat has done. Here is a shining example of what our scientists and 
Civil Engineers can do. Let me again bring to your attention that the basic emphasis in Salunke's 
approach and strategy has been on people, i.e. human resources. 
 

5. Smt. Vasanti Roy symbolizes the inner strength of the Indian woman. Having made the bold decision 
to settle down in the distant tribal area of Bihar and work the multi-faceted improvement in the lives of 
the Adivasis, she struck to the task with courage. To such people, adversity is at once a challenge and 
an opportunity. The tribal tracts of Bihar brought heaps of problems to her and her husband, Shri 
Subodhkumar Roy. But she could succeed in bringing about enlightenment, better health and 
employment for the Adivasi women and children because of her faith in the Gandhian way of life. 
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