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Human trafficking is a pressing global problem that continues to affect millions of people, especially the women
and children. Triveni Acharya clearly stands out as a saviour & warrior whose widespread efforts to combat this
heinous crime, has brought relief and smiles on the faces of the survivors. Witnessing their sufferings - and their
courage - ignited in her a lifelong commitment to give the survivors a voice, justice, and the opportunity for a
dignified future.

Crime reporting to rescuing: Initially, Triveni Acharya’s husband, an ex-serviceman took the initiative and
actively indulged in rescue operations. Triveni Acharya’s journey began as a journalist, where her investigative
work accidentally exposed the grim realities of human trafficking. Her inspiration stemmed from the harrowing
stories of trafficked women and children she encountered during her journalism days. What began as reporting
soon transformed into a mission to rescue, rehabilitate, and reintegrate survivors. Seeing the size of the problem,
she decided to give up her career in journalism and became a full-time worker alongwith her husband, for this
cause. In 2000, she founded Rescue Foundation, an organisation dedicated to combating human trafficking and
restoring dignity to its victims. Over two decades, Triveni Acharya has led hundreds of rescue operations,
transforming countless lives. In 2005, she lost her husband. Not disheartened by the loss, she decided to carry
forward his work and plunged fully into the work of rescue and rehabilitation of trafficked girls.

Triveni Acharya’s work is a profound reminder of the kind of difference a single woman’s efforts and commitment
can make. Because of her untiring commitment and purposeful intent over the last two decades, Acharya’s work
has been noticed and has succeeded in making a huge difference to mainstream perceptions about trafficking. The
Police departments and the Department of Social Security and Welfare, Government of Maharashtra, have
supported her work well. Triveni Acharya works with a network of informants and plans rescue operation with
police assistance and legal support. Her informer network also comprises of people like panwalas, taxi drivers,
beauty product shopkeepers, and undercover informers like college students and the youths. One of her initiatives,
Team KHOJ, a dedicated search-and-rescue unit, works with police and partner NGOs to locate and free victims
from trafficking networks.

Her Beneficiaries: Primarily the beneficiaries are women and minor girls rescued from trafficking, sexual
exploitation, and abuse - often from remote villages in India, neighbouring countries, or urban slums. Many arrive
traumatised, deprived of education, and in urgent need of physical, emotional, and social rehabilitation.

Initiatives, Contributions & Experiences: Triveni Acharya, the strong lady and a dare devil has gone full stream
with four Rescue Homes across India, in Mumbai, Pune, Boisar, and New Delhi. She has continued expanding and
extending its reach to encompass many states and countries from where girls are trafficked. These include Nepal,
Bangladesh, Thailand and some other countries that were part of the former Soviet Union.

Under her leadership, it operates comprehensive anti-trafficking programs focusing on rescue, rehabilitation, and
restoration of women and children trafficked. It provides psycho-social counselling, legal aid, vocational training,
and family repatriation services through a holistic approach to survivor empowerment. Each rescued girl goes
through a complete health check-up, especially for HIV AIDs, and venereal diseases. A large part of the services
provided focus on legal and medical aid, as well as trauma counselling. The organization provides basic literacy
classes, besides arranging school and vocational training, and college education opportunities by tying up with
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different educational institutions. Holistic healthcare is fundamental to the process and group stay is facilitated for
those survivors who prefer not to leave the organization. It is a comprehensive approach.

Triveni Acharya’s Project Ekatra empowers survivors to become peer mentors and trainers, creating a cycle of
hope, motivation and leadership. Over the years, the organisation has also expanded partnerships for skill
development, higher education, and sustainable employment.

Key Activities: Rescue and Investigation: Conducts pre-and post-rescue activities including investigation of
children in human trafficking, missing persons cases, collaboration with police for rescue operations, case
registration, and protective home admissions.

Healthcare Services: Provides comprehensive health check-ups, free medical treatment and consultation,
HIV/AIDS treatment, hospital referrals for advanced care, and maintains detailed health records for all rescued
individuals.

Psycho-social Support: Offers continuous counselling for mental trauma and social problems, prepares individual
case histories, provides legal counselling for court testimonies against traffickers, and files complaints on behalf
of survivors.

Education and Skills Development: Operates four classes for basic education in English & Hindi, taught by
qualified teachers covering subjects including Mathematics, History, Geography, General Knowledge, Science,
and Sports. Vocational training programs include tailoring, crafts, drawing, dancing, yoga, karate, and beautician
courses.

Impact: Since inception, Rescue Foundation has rescued over 7000 women and girls, provided shelter and care to
more than 11000 survivors. Programmes like Project Ekatra and vocational training have enabled survivors to
pursue independent livelihoods, while legal interventions have brought justice to many.

Vision & Message: Triveni Acharya’s message is clear - “Rescue is only the first step. True change comes when
survivors are given the tools, education, and dignity to rebuild their lives.” Through relentless dedication, she
continues to inspire action and compassion in the fight against trafficking. Triveni Acharya’s life offers a stunning
and inspiring example of her compassionate work in true Gandhian spirit of rescue and rehabilitation of women
unwillingly forced into slavery and prostitution. Her leadership has reinforced this comprehensive approach,
ensuring effective intervention from rescue to restoration.

Highlights:

Till date, over 7000 have been rescued and over 11000 women & girls sheltered. Triveni Acharya closely
collaborates with police, embassies, domestic & international partner NGOs and families to rehabilitate &
repatriate the survivors.

Since 2019, carried out 460 rescue operations, rescued 2041, restored, repatriated & rehabilitated 6779 girls &
women and 404 traffickers were arrested.

Triveni Acharya’s life offers a stunning and inspiring example of her compassionate work in true Gandhian
spirit. She envisions a world where no woman or child is trapped in trafficking or exploitation.

Awards & Recognitions:

Udgam Women Achiever’s Award

Manav Ratan Award

Government of India’s Stree Shakti Award

Government of Taiwan’s Democracy & Human Rights Award
USA’s Women Peace Award



Contact details:

Triveni Acharya

President & Co-Founder

Rescue Foundation

Plot 39, Asha Kiran, Lady Fathima Road
Behind Our Lady of Remedy School
Kandivali (West)

Mumbai — 400067, Maharashtra, India
M: +919820210705

E: triveniacharya@rescuefoundation.net
W: www.rescuefoundation.net
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