SEKACHEVA LYUDMILA LEONIDOVNA
Recipients of the International Award for Promoting Gandhian Values Outside I ndia - 2025
Born: September 19, 1946

Life and Professional Path: Born in the Klepikovsky district of the Ryazan region, Russia in 1946, Sekacheva
graduated from the Moscow College of Radio Engineering, Moscow State Institute of Radio Engineering,
Electronics and Automation (MIREA) and University of Marxism-Leninism, Faculty of History and Theory of
Soviet and Foreign Cinema, with a degree in art history. She worked at the All-Union Scientific Research Film
and Photography Institute for 25 years and at the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation
for 14 years.

Inspiration: Sekacheva deeply views Mahatma Gandhi as her spiritual teacher and mentor, whose way of life,
worldview and humanistic ideas are close to her heart and mind, as it inspires her to good deeds, actions and
thoughts. Her moral compass, guidein lifeand work, was the wise commandment of Gandhiji: “Wherever a quarrel
arises, no matter how the opponent resists, conquer him only with love, for the law of love is stronger than any law
of destruction.” For 20 years, she has been trying to follow this commandment, which helps her to go through life,
charging her with kind and reasonable energy, which Gandhiji shared with each person on hislife path. Sekacheva
expresses that she is close to Gandhiji’s spirituality, generosity & wisdom, his sincere love for his people, to whose
service he devoted his entire life. For her, his humanistic philosophy is the dixir of life and harmony in the soul,
thoughts, and rel ationships with people.

On the recommendation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, in 2015, she created and
headed the Regional Public Organization"BRICS. World of Traditions" Russia, aimed at uniting peoplesof BRICS
countries with different cultures, traditions, history and mentalities. As the President of this organisation,
Sekacheva Lyudmilathrough various initiatives of exhibition and centres, is promoting the moral philosophies of
Mahatma Gandhi, Leo Tolstoy and other great thinkers within the BRICS countries. Their moral values, ideas and
humanistic heritage became a spiritual impulse, a source of inspiration and a point of convergence for citizens of
different countries. She workswith the support of the Russian federal ministries, embassies of the BRICS countries
in Russia, Russian diplomatic missions in BRICS states and governments of 15 Russian regions.

The father of the Indian nation Mahatma Gandhi and the Russian writer Leo Tolstoy, who devoted their lives,
knowledge and efforts to the nonviolent liberation of the world from evil and cruelty, headed the gallery of Great
Teachers, whose legacy became a significant landmark, abright ray in aworld gripped by violence. Therefore, the
planned projects are primarily aimed at providing spiritual and ethical support to the people by popularizing the
moral legacy of these global legends. It is also propagating other public humanistic initiatives in the light of the
development of multifaceted ties between the people of Russia, India and other countries, in various fields.

Sekacheva Lyudmila, organized more than 200 projects and programmes aimed at social support of people,
charitable activities for orphans, disabled children, war and labor veterans, public associations and non-profit
organizations, and the promotion of moral values, ideas and commandments, formation of a kind and respectful
dialogue between people of different nationalities and faiths, protection and promotion of national cultural values,
development of public diplomacy and international humanitarian cooperation.

Initiatives & Contributions:
e Sekacheva has been -

e Supervisor & organizer of theinternational culturological expedition of the cultural, educational and research
exhibition Leo Tolstoy and Mahatma Gandhi: a Unique Heritage, from 2005-2015, for the purpose of
patriotic and moral education of children and youth, which was shown in 12 regions of Russia, India, China,
Brazil, and South Africa, dedicated to the correspondence on nonviolence between Tolstoy and Gandhi



e Author & organizer of theinternational social and educational project Great BRICS Teachers (2015 Russia,
2016 India, 2017 China, 2018 South Africa, 2019 Brazil), to popularize the moral ideas of the humanists
Mahatma Gandhi, Confucius, Leo Tolstoy, Nelson Mandela, Baron Rio Branco

e Author & supervisor of aninterregional socio-cultural programme BRICS People Choosing Life (2022 India,
2023 & 2024 Russia, 2025 Brazil, forthcoming 2026 Iran) under which 12 cultura and educational block
projects were implemented with a participation of over 10,000 people.

e Eight cultural and educational centers of Great BRICS Teachers as well as Mahatma Gandhi & Leo Tolstoy
centers were established on the basis of catering to the Russian and Indian schools, colleges and universities.

e Thisyear will also mark the opening of the Great BRICS Teachers center at the premises of Sdo Paulo College
and V. G. Timiryasov Kazan Innovative University College (Republic of Tatarstan). New centers will also be
opened in Iran, Egypt and South Africa.

e In St. Petersburg, Sekacheva plansto install a single monument of Gandhi and Tolstoy, shortly.

Mission and target audience: Sekacheva Lyudmila’s life position is to serve people, constantly making her
modest contribution to Mahatma Gandhi’s work, promoting his ideas and commandments aiming to change the
world and people for the better. Her target audience are children, teenagers, and young people. She constantly
works in BRICS countries and educational institutions of other friendly states, to promote the philosophy of
nonviolence and the ideas of Gandhi and his like-minded peer Leo Tolstoy. The centers that opened in BRICS
countries cater to the younger generation’s self-education on the basis of the moral legacy |eft to the world by the
great teachers.

The Significance: Today, it is necessary to remind people as much and as loudly as possible about Gandhi and his
philosophical works, which are more relevant than ever. Sekacheva Lyudmila, a modest representative of public
diplomacy says, '| don't have the power, wisdom and gift to convince and lead people that Gandhi had. But with
my humble educational work, | try to inspire and awaken peopl€'s consciousness in a kind way, promoting the
humanistic ideas of the Father of Indian nation, through my deeds and practical projects. Gandhi said, "An ounce
of practice is worth tons of preaching", and together with Gandhi’s thoughts, we are moving towards a big goal
with small steps!’

In 2019, during the Brazilian expedition The Great Mora Path: the Great Teachers Gandhi and Tolstoy, she
devel oped Message to the World of the BRICS Peoples, in five BRICS languages signed by thousands of students
and young representatives in their call for friendship, kindness, trust, harmony and confidence. The public
diplomacy activity opened up great opportunities for building and strengthening trusted relations between people
on the grounds of moral values and ethical norms. This expressed hope for the future implementation of one of the
important precepts of Mahatma Gandhi to introduce the Law of Love into the Constitutions of all the countries.

Highlights:

Mahatma Gandhi's philosophy of non-violence has become her moral document, which, like the flag of
goodness and peace, Sekacheva humbly carries to people. Her mission is to do her best to make Gandhiji’s
hope come true.

Through various initiatives of exhibition and centres, she is promoting the mora philosophies of Mahatma
Gandhi, Leo Tolstoy and other great thinkers within the BRICS countries.

To her credit, she has over 1000 publicationsin newspapers & magazines, with over 200 interviews on leading
Russian and foreign TV channels. Since 2005, she has been the author & supervisor of the cultural and research
project Parade of Russian and Indian Artistic Heritage.




Awards & Recognitions:

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Russian Federation’s Honorary Badge For Cooperation
Mahatma Gandhi Foundation, South Africa’s Honorary Award

State Duma, Russian Federation’s Impeccable Public Service Award

Veteran of Labor Public Award

Contact details:

Sekacheva Lyudmila Leonidovna

President

Regional Public Organisation "BRICS. World of Traditions"
125284, Russian Federation, M oscow

Khoroshevskoe Highway, 12/1 — 283, Russia

M: +79254116878

E: bricsmt@mail.ru

W: www.bricsmt.ru
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