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The happiness lasted for two days. On 7 December 1934, the Wardha Superintendent of Police, 
accompanied by a police officer from Mumbai, showed up with an arrest warrant. Just before he was 
placed in the police vehicle taking him to prison for yet another term, this is what Badshah Khan said to 
Jamnalal Bajaj and Jamnalalji's life-partner, Janki Devi Bajaj, It is all God's doing. He kept me out just 
for the time He wanted to use me outside. Now I must serve from the inside. What pleases God pleases 
me. 

Friends, the freedom movement in which Gandhi, Bajaj, Badshah Khan and tens of thousands of others – 
the forebears of many present here – took part, was a noble period in our country's life. Let me add that 
altogether Badshah Khan would have spent 27 years inside British and Pakistani prisons.  

I had the privilege and delight of knowing Jamnalal Bajaj's son Kamalnayanji – that brilliant, blunt and 
impish Kamalnayanji, who love to tease, taunt and challenge – as also his younger brother Ramkrishnaji. 

When on one occasion during the Emergency – forty years ago -- I accompanied Ramkrishnaji on a visit, 
here in Mumbai, to a just-released Jayaprakash Narayan, I was wondering what Ramkrishnaji would say 
to JP, for I was aware of the closeness of the Bajaj family to Vinoba, and aware also of the difference 
over the Emergency between Vinoba and JP.  

When we were with JP, I saw that Ramkrishnaji was superb in his frank yet brilliantly diplomatic 
remarks, which JP would have enjoyed and Vinoba too would have liked, had he heard them.  

Dear friends, the India of December 2015 is very different from the India of 1934 or 1975 or the year 
2000. These are new times. India has a new equation with the world. We are now a major power, large in 
numbers, rich in talent, strong in youthfulness, and visible, even conspicuous, in every part of the planet. 

During the old struggle which led to these Awards, the question was, 'How do we free ourselves from the 
domination of the British Empire?'  

Today the question is, 'What will Rising India do for the world?'  

Are we ready for this new role? Will India's performance be better than that of smaller Western powers 
when they were the top dogs?  

As we in India reflect on our global role, we need to think also of life inside India and in Indian society. 
In their time, Jamnalal Bajaj and his wonderful colleagues looked around and said to themselves, 'We 
cannot bear this subjugation and this exploitation. We will throw off our shackles.' And they did.  

We should look around us and ask, 'Are we satisfied with our society with its suppressions and 
oppressions? Should we not tackle the humiliations in Indian society even as our fathers addressed the 
humiliation of being ruled by a small nation thousands of miles away?'  

I am not speaking of what our governments should or should not do. I am speaking of India's social 
world, of all of us as members of Indian society. I am expressing a longing for social equality, not just the 
legal equality which our Constitution provides, but an actual equality, a society where we enjoy and give 
to one another, men, women and children, azaadi, aman, and aadar, where we as Indians allow fellow-
Indians the fullest freedom, peace and respect.  

We should ask ourselves: 'Don't we often suppress and shout down one another?' 'Do we recognize the 
goodness and potential greatness in our fellow citizens?'  
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