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reforms that we launched in 1991, had one of the principal objectives to get government out of activities 
which governments are not good at doing and get governments more actively involved in doing things 
which governments alone can do and rural development, agricultural development, infrastructure, these 
are the activities which at the present stage of development government have to be more actively 
involved with. But I also recognize that the development is something which cannot be left only to 
governments. For this government, the business community, the cooperative sector and the NGOs must 
pool all their knowledge, wisdom and experience. It goes without saying that any viable strategy of rural 
development has to be location-specific paying special attention to the aspirations of the local people and 
the resource endowment of the area concerned. 

There has to be active and full involvement of local communities in the true spirit of the mutual help as 
self-reliance as emphasized by Gandhiji. I am very happy to know about the involvement of the Jamnalal 
Bajaj Foundation in the field of rural development. I am told that the activities of the Foundation in this 
area are spread over several states and these are conducted by the Bajaj Group of Companies and 
voluntary organizations sponsored or supported by them. I sincerely hope that these activities will further 
grow in years to come and that they will induce other business houses also to get more actively involved 
in the promotion of the rural development. Equally important for the promotion of sustainable and 
equitable social and economic development through constructive work is the encouragement that this 
foundation gives to innovative, creative work by honoring every year four distinguished practitioners of 
the Gandhian value system for societal transformation. It is now obvious that a blind pursuit of western 
consumerist patterns of living is inconsistent with the resource and dumping of a poor country like India. 
Persistence in this path can lead only to serve the environmental degradation and further degradation of 
India's land, Water and air resources. Moreover, it will be associated with an unacceptable increase in 
social and economic disparities often leading to increased violence in our society. Therefore we need a 
new concept of monetization which does not reject the use of modern science and technology but seeks 
to harness its enormous potential to meet the basic needs of our people and to get rid of chronic poverty, 
ignorance and disease which still afflicts millions and millions of our people without waiting for the 
western levels of per capita national income which we will probably never achieve. 

Looked this way the Gandhian ideals of promoting a development pattern which caters to the people's 
basic needs rather than pandering to human greed and which looks upon the owner's wealth as trustees 
for the society assumes great relevance. We need therefore a new synthesis of the role of competition and 
cooperation of the state and the market and the state and the civil society, security of state and concern for 
fundamental human rights. By honoring outstanding contributors in the field of constructive work and the 
application of science and technology for the rural development, uplift and welfare of our women and 
children and those other than Indian citizens who have contributed to the promotion of Gandhian values 
outside India, the Jamnalal Bajaj Foundation seeks to act as a catalyst for promoting innovative, creative 
and constructive work in these areas of high social priority. All the four distinguished winners of awards 
of this year Shri Shishir Sanyal, Shri Anil K. Rajvanshi, Smt. Rahamat Sultan Fazalbhoy, Dr. Kumar are 
outstanding practitioners of Gandhian way of life. Their achievements in improving the human condition 
in the area of their chosen field are truly phenomenal. Their life and work are a shining example of 
striving for human spirit under heavy odds. Their lives are truly of life of people with great moral 
courage. They provide us a living proof that Gandhiji's ideals and ideas are not utopian, that given 
sustained effort, they can be a powerful instrument of the emancipation of the poor and downtrodden 
people that they provide us the guidance for waging a successful struggle against violence and growing 
social and economic disparity. The experiment conducted by our distinguished awardees for peaceful 
societal transformation show us new pathways to promote a new style and pattern of development which 
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