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This is the finest opportunity of my life that | have been selected for the award instituted on the name of
such a great person, who not just put all his wealth and business at stake but also devoted himself and his
whole family for the freedom struggle of the nation led by Gandhiji. This is perhaps the world's greatest
and most amazing example of sacrifice offered by the leadership of the line for any country's
independence. | salute late Shri Jamanalalji Bajaj and Janakideviji.

I am thrilled by the memoir of the incident mentioned in Janaki Deviji's ‘'The Journey of My Life' when in
1956, the then Government of India decided to honour her with Padma Vibhushan. When her elder son -
Shri Kamalnayan told that a letter to this effect was sent by the then President Dr. Rajendra Prasad,
Janakideviji expressed her confusion and said — “Rajendra Babu is very dear to us. I am afraid that
avoiding his decision might look like my arrogance, but I am hesitant to accept this as | wonder if | truly
deserve this". This mental dilemma of that great woman who gave up her entire family and every
moment of her life to the country is truly amazing.

Today, | am in the same situation and | am wondering if 1 am even eligible to receive the award in the
name of such great son of the country, Sri Jamnalalji Bajaj. | pay my most respectful regards to his
sacrifice, dignified personality and continuous working life.

Gandhiji gave me the power to think, inspire action and live life in a meaningful way. But when | look
back at my public life for the last 40 years, it seems that | could not do as much as | wanted to. Anything
that has been done with limited means can be considered as a fine example, but even that’s not enough.
Chinese philosopher Lao Tzu has said-- 'Knowing others is intelligence, knowing yourself is true
wisdom'. So the journey of knowing self continues.

There’s a verse in Ishavashyopanishad, which Gandhiji believed to be the basic foundation of Indian
culture, it says - 'Kurvanneveh Karmani Jijivishchichatam Samabh' i.e., one should imagine living 100
years by doing deeds. That is why the purpose of life has been to remain constantly endeavouring to
conserve and enhance natural resources and bring women into the mainstream of society.

Our humble attempt to develop a small forest in the name of Gandhivan on one hundred hectares of
barren land got international recognition, it gives some satisfaction. Recently, when invited by the Chief
Minister of Rajasthan to the meeting of Gandhi 150, I suggested them to establish such Gandhivans in
every district of the state; now let’s see how much the government implements on this. If this happens,
nature will definitely prosper in Rajasthan and the proliferation of desertification will stop, which is the
world's biggest challenge today.

The small efforts made by the Gram Bharti Samiti to make women fearless, entitled and financially rich,
give small glimpses indeed, but the masterwork of making them shine big is still to be done.

We have an ardent desire of a dream project for opening an environmental research center for the
expansion of Gandhivan as an effective international form of nature conservation, opening training



centers to make our women self-reliant and setting up of a rural hospital. The strong support of Gandhi's
inspiration is of course there, but if we get the necessary resources, it will be easy to materialize these
dream projects. This project will be a humble tribute to Gandhi in this 20th century in the name of

Mahamana Jamanalalji Bajaj. In the words of the great Greek philosopher Socrates, ‘I know that 1 know
nothing.'
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